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The Mother wid Play SongsI were believed by Froebel system is
to contain the best illustration of Ms system. Of them jS
he says, "I have here laid down the fundamental ideas
of my educational principles." This work consists of an
organized series of carefully selected songs, games, and
pictures, and is intended to make clear and direct the
educational instinct of the mother. The songs should
enable her to see that the child's education begins at
birth, and should awaken her to the responsibility of
motherhood. They should likewise exercise the infant's
senses, limbs, and muscles, and, through the loving union
between mother and child, draw both into intelligent and
agreeable relations with the common objects of life about
them. For the culture of the maternal consciousness,
Froebel prefixed to the 'play songs' seven imother's
songs/ in which he depicts the mother's feelings in viewing
her new-born infant, and her hopes and fears as she wit-
nesses the unfolding physical and mental life of the child.
The fifty 'play songsy contain each three parts: (i) a
motto for the guidance of the mother; (2) a verse with
the accompanying music, to sing to the child; and (3) a
picture illustrating the verse. Each song is also con-
nected with some simple exercise, which answers to a
special physical, mental, or moral need of the child.
The selection and order of the songs were determined
with reference to the child's development, which ranges
1 See p. 204.